
Mary Bender
Pa. Dept of Agriculture
2301 North Cameron St
Harrisburg, Pa 17110

Re: Doc # 06-2452 Proposed Changes to the Dog Law

Dear Ms. Bender,

I have recently been made aware of the newly proposed Pa Dog law regulations. Yes,
inhumane and substandard care and housing should definitely not be tolerated but not at the
expense of responsible breeders,, Wt i -g , jbug) ^ ^ 1 0 ^ & -fleui-e ( n \ W ) % ciJ^/>jpgrJL_
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^nderthe proposed changes as^read them, small scale breeders willfall into the same
setof requirements asthe large commercial operations. Licensed breeders w i tha^ l license
wouldno longer to be able to maintain, breed, whelp andraise their dogs within their homes-but
this is exactlythe setting from which^wantto be able to buyapuppy or dog^^wantadogthat
was raised inahome from breeders who are careful about the health of their dogs, their
temperaments and bred dogs that lool^lil^ethebreed they are supposed to be^ ^hese breeders
would have to either stop raising dogs or buildfacilities to meetthecommercial breeders^
standards which are nottheway^wantapuppy^dbuyraised.^heproposedregulations^avor
thelarge scale operations thatwill have the budgettobuild these ^sterile^^ennel facilities and
hire staffto maintain the outlinedrecordl^eepingre^uirements.^hywedon^tevenre^uire 20
minutes of dailymandated physical exercisefor our children in schools but ^or dogs we do^

l^wantto be able to buyadogdirectlyfromareputable breeder, notapet shop or large
scale commercial l^ennel.^wantto^now that mypuppy was raisedinaloving home and exposed
toavarietyofhouseholdsituations.^want be able to buyadog bred with thoughtto health,
temperament, given lots ofhuman contact and exposed to everyday sights and sounds.^want to
be able to buyadogthatwas allowed to romp in the grass and was played with by children and
around otherdogs.^his proposal goes againsttheverypacl^nature of dogs and theirneed to
socialise with other dogs and humans.

^hisef^ortto improve living conditionsfor dogs and puppies in large commercial
operations^puppy mills is laudable, ^tisagreat disservice though to Pa dog lovers and the buying
public to placereputable small scale breeders underthe same regulations as these large operations
that most of us object to anyway.^oppose these amendments and urge that this proposal be
withdrawn. Let^sput some common sense thought into the dog law and targetthereal culprit-
large scale multiple breed puppyfarms.^hynotsimplytryreallyenforcingthe current dog laws
before wastingtaxpayermoney on regulations thatre^uireunenforceablerecordl^eeping^
exercise standards and will hurt the verytypeofbreederthat should bepraisedforthemannerin
which theyraisetheiranimals.

sincerely,


